Software Showcase

by John Haley

The approaching release date of Snapz™ is generating a lot of interest in its
own niche market. Designed specifically for software reviewers and technical
writers, Snapz will allow you to take a screen shot of anything (except, of
course, the screen your Mac is displaying while crashed), at anytime. This is
something no other screen capture program offers, commercial or
shareware. Snapz should be ready for release in early September. Although
targeted towards reviewers and technical writers, Snapz $15 shareware fee
allows the average Joe to build upon a current system function. Below is the
documentation that comes with the program describing its functions and
settings. Now you too can capture the wild ones.

bout Snapz™

Snapz is a Control Panel that allows you to quickly and easily capture the
image displayed on your monitor, and save it to a PICT file for later editing.
Snapz is the anywhere, anytime screen capture program: simply hit the user-
definable Snapz key, and Snapz will instantly capture whatever is displayed
on the screen and immediately save it as a PICT file.

Why Would | Use Snapz?

Snapz offers several unique features over both the built-in Command-Shift-3
screen capture facility and other commercial screen capture utilities. Snapz
allows you to capture images that other programs fail to:

*When a screen saver display is on the screen
*In the middle of the action in a game
*While a menu is pulled down



*While your Macintosh is starting up
*While video is being played

Snapz is the anywhere, anytime screen capture program. If it is displayed
onh your screen, Snapz can capture it.

Snapz also has several other useful features that other screen capture
programs lack, such as a fully configurable hot key, multiple PICT file
formats, and a unique file naming system that makes it easy for your to sort
out your captured images.

Registration Fee
$15.00

Requirements
Snapz works on any Macintosh with Color Quickdraw, at least 1 Meg of
memory, and running System 6 or later.

Installation

To install Snapz, simply drag the Snapz icon onto your System Folder icon.
Under System 6, this will place Snapz into the System Folder proper; under
System 7, Snapz will be placed in the Control Panels folder.

To activate Snapz after you have placed it onto the System Folder icon,
restart your Macintosh. You will see Snapz's icon appear along the bottom
of your monitor to indicate that it loaded successfully.

Once installed, Snapz uses up about 20K of memory, depending on the size
of your screen (slightly more memory will be used up if you are using a larger
screen).

Configuring
Under System 6, choose the Control Panel Desk Accessory from the Apple
menu, scroll down to the Snapz icon and click on it.

Under System 7, choose the Control Panels item from the Apple Menu, scroll
down to the Snapz icon and double-click on it.

Under either System, configuring Snapz is identical:
The Show Startup Icon checkbox controls whether or not Snapz should

display its icon at startup time after it loads. Snapz will still load regardless
of this setting, but some people prefer to not have this icon displayed.



The About... button brings up this on-line help.

The Settings... button brings up a dialog box that allows you to choose from
the various options Snapz offers. Please see the Settings section for more
information concerning this dialog box.

The On/Off radio buttons allow you to turn Snapz on or off.

Settings
Clicking on the Settings... button in the Snapz control panel brings up a
dialog box that allows you to configure Snapz to suit your taste.

To change the key combination used to invoke Snapz, simply hit the key
combination that you would like to use. Snapz's invocation key is initially
set to Command-Shift-3, so that it overrides Apple's built-in screen capture
facility, but you can this to be anything you like.

The PICT File Type popup menu allows you to choose what type of PICT files
Snapz will create when capturing the screen. Click on the popup menu to
choose the graphics program you work with most often; Snapz will create
PICT files that will open directly in this application when you double-click on
them. This is extremely convenient if you often take screen captures that
need retouching.

The Hide Cursor in Screen Snapz checkbox allows you to determine whether
the cursor should be visible in the screen captures you take.

Using Snapz

Once you have installed Snapz and configured it to suit your taste, using it is
easy: when there is an image on the screen that you would like to capture,
simply press the Snapz invocation key(s) and the image will be instantly
saved for you. The screen will flash briefly to indicate that the screen
capture was successful.

PICT files that Snapz creates are saved in a folder called Screen Snapz, which
is placed in your System Folder. Under System 7, an alias to this folder is
also placed in your Apple Menu for quick and convenient access to your
screen captures. This allows the your screen captures to be kept in one tidy,
out of the way place, while also allowing for quick access to them when you
need it. The images Snapz grabs are saved with the following naming
convention: app_name.pict.xx, where app_name is the name of the
application you took the screen capture of, and xx is a counter.



For instance, the first screen capture you take in Maelstrom would be named
Maelstrom.pict.01, while the 12th screen capture you take in Microsoft Word
would be named Microsoft Word.pict.12.

To view or edit the screen captures you grab with Snapz, open them in an
image editing program like PhotoShop, or even Apple's SimpleText.



